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College and Career Planning Resources
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The ACT® test is a curriculum-and standards-based
educational and career planning tool that assesses students' 

academic readiness for college.

The ACT Overview

Measures academic achievement

- English

- Mathematics 

- Reading

- Science

- Writing (optional)

Based on number of correct answers
No penalty for guessing

High-stakes assessment



6

High School 

• Primarily 11th–12th grade students
• Counseling 

– Academic and career student advising based on test results

• Links to ACT Educational Opportunity Service (ACT EOS)
– Connects students with relevant college and scholarship 

information at no cost

Postsecondary

• Admissions, Enrollment Managers, Retention, Academic Advisors

• Data help shape work tailored to students’ needs 

The ACT Overview



7

Remaining 2019 

Spring/Summer Test Dates

April 13

June 8

July 13
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English Test

The ACT Features

Test
Number of 

Questions
Reporting Categories

English 75

Production of Writing (29-32%)

Knowledge of Language (13-19%)

Conventions of Standard English (51-56%)
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Mathematics Test

The ACT Features

Test
Number of 

Questions
Reporting Categories

Mathematics 60

Preparing for higher math (57-60%)

•Number & Quantity (7–10%)

•Algebra (12–15%)

•Functions (12–15%)

•Geometry (12–15%)

•Statistics & Probability (8–12%)

Integrating essential skills (40-43%)

Modeling (>25%)
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Reading Test

The ACT Features

Test
Number of 

Questions
Reporting Categories

Reading
40

Key ideas and details (55-60%)

Craft and structure (25-30%)

Integration of knowledge and ideas (13-18%)
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Science Test

The ACT Features

Test
Number of 

Questions
Reporting Categories

Science 40

Interpretation of data (45-55%)

Scientific investigation (20-30%)

Evaluation of Models, inferences, and 

experimental results (25-35%)
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Writing Test (Optional)

• 1 writing prompt, 40 minutes

• The scoring reports four domain scores (ideas and analysis, 
development and support, organization, and language use) to provide 
better information about college and career readiness

• Emphasizes student ability to evaluate multiple perspectives on a 
complex issue and generate an analysis based on reasoning, 
knowledge, and experience

The ACT Features
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Key Noncognitive Components

• High School Course/Grade Information
− Courses completed or intend to take

− Grades received

• ACT Interest Inventory
− Helps students explore personally relevant 

career options

• ACT Student Profile Section (SPS)
– Educational and vocational aspirations

– Post-high school plans

– Activities

– Accomplishments

– Needs

The ACT Features
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Receiving Student Scores Report

• Multiple-Choice scores available online beginning two weeks 
after test date

• Writing scores can take an additional 3-4 weeks

Sending scores

• 4 free score reports to schools of student’s choice
− If requested at the time of registration

The ACT Features

Select those colleges during the time of registration or up until noon Central Time on 

the Thursday after the test day.

Additional score reports can be requested at any time for nominal fee ($13.00)



Financial Need – Fee Waivers

Send free Additional Score Reports to 20 colleges 

and/or scholarship agencies for each of their tests, for 

a total of 40 ASRs for free?
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Student Score Report

• Understand your scores
– www.actstudent.org/scores/understand

• Using Your ACT Results
– www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf

The ACT Features



17

Popular Student Resources
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Understanding Your Scores
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Am I College Ready
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Your Scores
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Where Do I Rank
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Where Can I Improve
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Does My Major Fit
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Retesting

• Students who took the ACT 2 or more times = 23.2
• Compared to single test takers = 19.9

• Ethnicity Breakdown:  Testing Once

• White Students – 32.7%

• African American Students – 45% 

• Hispanic Students – 44.5 %
•
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First Tested Junior Year - Retested

Breakdown:

White Students – 1.9 points higher than single test takers

African American Students – 2.4 points higher

Hispanic Students – 3 points higher

Impact of Retesting



ACT Test Prep Options
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Newly 
Released
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Free Test Prep        Online Sample Questions

Which choice would most effectively introduce the rest of this paragraph?

Individual Question 

E. NO CHANGE

F. There seemed to be no explanation for why Mom ran our household the way she did.

G. Our household didn’t run according to a typical schedule.

H. Mom ran our household in a most spectacular manner.

Incorrect Response 

The best answer is NOT F. This is a poor introductory sentence because the paragraph does explain why the mother ran the 

household in an untypical manner: Everything depended on the tides.

Correct Response 

The best answer is G. This is a good introductory sentence because the rest of the paragraph explains how the narrator's 

household "didn't run according to a typical schedule." The paragraph goes on to say that "meals weren't always served in the

expected order" and that the mother operated according to the tides, which were not on a typical household schedule.
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ACT Academy: 
Built in Intervention



ACT 
Academy
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The most comprehensive repository of free 
educational resources, all in one place

• FREE access to educational videos, games, 
activities, quizzes, lesson plans, and assignments

• Matches content to each students’ needs, providing 
remediation and mastery of subject areas 

• The best instructional content from top providers:

• Khan Academy 
(all content)

• Althea Publishers

• Flocabulary

• Gynzy

• PowerUp What 
Works

• Splash Math

• Let’s Start Smart

• Brainquake

• 500,000+ sources!

www.act.org/academy
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ACT 
Academy

Prep Based 
on Test 
ResultsPage XX



Student 
Report

Student 
Report
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Recommended content
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Recommended Content By Item
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Recommended Content
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PreACT 

Student 

Report 

Insights

Composite Scores

Composite scores and subject test scores tell 

you and your students which subjects need 

more focus before graduation.

Predicted ACT Scores

PreACT scores can be used to predict how well 

students are likely to perform on the ACT test. 

These can help determine if there are subject 

areas requiring more focus to improve skills 

and scores.  

Detailed Results

This score shows the percent and number of 

points earned out of the total number of points 

possible on the skills tested within each subject.  

Course Plan

Compares student academic plans with the 

recommended minimum set of college 

preparatory courses.



Making the Connection

Student Reports







Last 
Minute 
Live 
Lessons
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Rapid Review Options
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Getting Acquainted with the ACT Test

Preparation Skills and Strategies

Full-Length Practice Tests

Improving Scores

Interpreting ACT Test Scores

Test Day

Bonus Online Content

The 

Official 

ACT 

Prep 

Guide
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Test Information Release



45

ACT Online Prep
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Student Online Accounts



Locating the 
ACT ID

Student 
Score 
Report
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Locating the 
ACT ID

High School 
Score 
Report
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Problems Matching Scores

(800)-553-6244 ext 1270
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