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My Experience 

■ Recruited Mainly as a Football Punter and Kicker 

– Accepted a scholarship to Michigan State University 

– Started 4 years as the punter and placeholder 

– Spent 2 years working as a strength coach for the football team after 

graduation 

 

■ Relationships with others who have played collegiate athletics 

– Wife played softball at Ashland University (Division II) 

– Sister played soccer at Otterbein University (Division III) 

– Many other friends that have played different sports at various levels 



Eligibility Requirements 



Eligibility Requirements 

Division I continued… 

Core Courses = College Prep Courses 



Eligibility Requirements 

■ Division I 

– 2.3 Core-Course G.P.A. to be eligible for competition (plus sliding scale ACT score) 

– 2.0 Core-Course G.P.A. to be eligible for scholarship and practice (plus sliding scale ACT 
score) 

■ ACT sliding scale 

– G.P.A. = 3.55+ ACT sum = 37 or more  ACT Avg. = 9.25 

– G.P.A. = 2.3 ACT sum = 75 or more  ACT Avg. = 18.75 

– G.P.A. = 2.0 ACT sum = 86 or more  ACT Avg. = 21.5 

 

■ Division II (effective August 1, 2018) 

– 2.2 Core-Course G.P.A. to be eligible for competition 

■ ACT sliding scale 

– G.P.A. = 3.3+ ACT sum = 37 or more  ACT Avg. = 9.25 

– G.P.A. = 2.2 ACT sum = 70 or more  ACT Avg. = 17.5 

 

 

http://www.ncaa.org/sites/default/files/2018DIIEC_Requirements_Fact_Sheet_20180117.pdf 













What are College Coaches Looking For? 

1) Athletic Potential 

– Collegiate athletics are very competitive at all levels.  Having the right physical 
tools is the way you get an opportunity. 

 

2)  Good Character 

– Want players who will be good representatives for the university 

 

3) Academically Proficient 

– Coaches do not want to worry about keeping their players eligible 

 

4) Hardworking and Coachable 

– Players who will put in the work to develop and improve 

 



How Do I Get Noticed? 

■ High School Participation 

– Perform well in your sport 

– Send highlight tapes to college coaches, recruiting coordinators, and travel 
team coaches 

 

■ Travel Team Participation 

– For most sports, travel team competition is the most important for recruiting 

– Perform well and participate on elite teams 

 

■ Summer Camps 

– Opportunity for coaches to see you in person in their own drills 

– Showcase athletic potential and demonstrate you are coachable 

– Shows you are interested in their school 

 



Do I Really Want to Play in College? 

■ Huge Time Commitment 

– No matter what sport or level, college athletics require a lot of time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

■ Increased Competition and Pressure to Perform 

– A lot of competition for playing time 

– Coaches are more demanding, and their job security depends on winning 

 



Positives of College Athletics 

■ Discipline and Accountability 

– Forced to learn valuable life skills: time management, punctuality, ability to 

handle adversity, self-discipline, teamwork, develop a great work ethic, etc. 

– Have someone making sure you are going to class and doing the right things 

 

■ Part of a Team 

– Group you can trust and depend on as well as socialize with 

– They face the same difficulties and achieve the same successes as you  

 

■ Resume and Career Builder 

– Being a college athlete looks great on your resume 

– You learn the skills it takes to be successful in any occupation 

 

 



How Do I Choose the Right School? 

■ What Level Can/Should I Play? 

– Assess your ability as well as your desire 

– How serious do you want to take your athletics? 

■ Are you doing this because you want to or other people want you to? 

 

■ How Far From Home? 

– Different answer for everyone 

– Nice for parents, family, and friends to see your games 

– Lots of great Division I, II, and III schools in Ohio 

 

■ Find the Right Fit 

– Don’t get caught up on going to the biggest athletic school no matter what 

■ Find a school you could see yourself at if you weren’t playing sports 

– Find coaches you like and ones that recruit other kids similar to yourself 

– Look for coaches and programs that focus on more than just their sport 



Questions? 

■ Contact Information: 

 

– Aaron Bates – abates@westmschools.org 


