
Now is a great time to be a student at Grover
Cleveland Middle School and at Zanesville High
School. GEAR UP will help the students at the
schools prepare for postsecondary education.
The Muskingum County GEAR UP Lighthouse
site is bringing professional staff to give teach-
ers and school staff a hand helping students
at these two schools: Heather Sands, program
director; Taumi Miller, College Access Advi-

sor for GCMS; Tommy Georgiades, Col-
lege Access Advisor for ZHS; and  Chris
Lacy, Administrative Assistant and Data

Specialist.

GEAR UP will help students and parents
learn how higher education can help stu-

dents enjoy a successful career and earn
better wages. GEAR UP will help to in-
crease Early Awareness  - of what life
can be like after high school and of what

life can be like after technical school, two-
year college or four-year college.

GEAR UP will increase students' Readiness
- for getting good grades in middle school
and high school; for selecting courses to take
in high school; for getting good OGT, ACT,

SAT and Ohio Acheivement test scores; and
for choosing a college, paying for college
and getting good grades in college.

Read more in this and upcoming newsletters
about how GEAR UP in Muskingum County
 can help your students to succeed in school
  and life. For more information on the
  program or how to participate, please
call 740-453-5192.

GEAR UP stands for  Gaining Early  A wareness
and Readiness for Undergraduate  Programs.

GEAR UP is NATIONAL.
The U.S. Department of Education supports early
college awareness activities at both the local and
state level through its GEAR UP grant program.

GEAR UP is STATE-WIDE.
Under the leadership of the Ohio Board
of Regents and with the collaboration
of the Ohio College Access Network
(OCAN) and the Ohio Department of Edu-
cation, Ohio's six-year, $3.3 million an-
nual grant will focus on advancing educa-
tional opportunities and increasing college
participation rates in Adams, Allen,
Ashtabula, Clark, Franklin, Lorain, Lucas
and Muskingum counties.

Most importantly - GEAR UP is LOCAL.
The Scholarship Central Access Program, a pro-
gram at the Muskingum County Community Foun-
dation, will receive more than $1.3 million from
a $20 million federal grant during the next
six years to help increase the college-going
rate among low-income and first generation
students in eight Ohio communities.

The local GEAR UP program is called a Light-
house site because the site plans to gain
experience and achieve success in helping
students first at Grover Cleveland Middle
School and Zanesville High School,
then point the way to expand the
GEAR UP program to other schools
in Muskingum County.

Muskingum County GEAR UP

Scholarship Central/

  GEAR UP

Muskingum County

 Coummnity Foundation

534 Putnam Avenue

Zanesville, OH 43701

Tel: 740 453 5192

Fax: 740 453 5734

hsands@mccf.org

www.mccf.org

What is GEAR UP?
A      GEAR UP      Ohio Lighthouse Site
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ATTENTION S.T.A.R.S. PROGRAM ATTENDEES
Grover Cleveland Middle School female students who are
participating in the S.T.A.R.S. program may be eligible
for transportation to and from the program.  Transporta-
tion would be provided by the GEAR UP Program to and
from GCMS. To register, or if you have any questions,
please contact the GEAR UP staff at the Muskingum
County Community Foundation at 453-5192.  Students
who use the transportation service everyday may be
eligible to win prizes!

ATTENTION REACH
STUDENTS/PARENTS

GEAR UP is providing  summer intervention for REACH
Students who will be entering Zanesville High School
next year.  The dates and locations of the program will
be announced soon.  This intervention will relieve
students' apprehension of entering high school, and will
keep them focused on academics.  For more information
or to register your child for this opportunity, please
contact the GEAR UP staff at the Muskingum County
Community Foundation at 453-5192.

PSAT Review
Upcoming Zanesville High School Sophomores and Juniors who eventually will be taking the ACT or SAT
exams should attend this free review for the PSAT.  The PSAT prepares students for what to expect
from these exams, and may increase their scores on those exams.  Higher scores may result in more

financial aid for college.  For more information, contact the GEAR UP staff at 453-5192. The cost is FREE.

Summer School (June 12th through June 23rd)    Location:  Grover Cleveland Middle School
The summer school program serves current Grover Cleveland Middle School students.  Students who
will benefit from this program will be contacted directly by Grover Cleveland Middle School staff.
The school day starts at 8:00 a.m., and lasts until 11:00 a.m. each weekday for 10 days.  This program

is focused on improving Math and Reading skills. Attendance is mandatory every day. At the end of the program,
an assessment will be given to determine successful completion of summer school. A snack and milk will be
provided daily.  Transportation will not be provided.

Ohio Achievement Academy I (June 12th through June 23rd)
Location:  Grover Cleveland Middle School
Any current Grover Cleveland Middle School student may participate in summer tutoring programs
in Math, Science, and Language Arts subjects.  During the program, instructors will focus on

study skills and test preparation for the upcoming Ohio Achievement Tests.  A snack will be provided.  A
chance for a great prize will be given to any student who has perfect attendance for the week long program.
For more information or to register your child for this opportunity, please contact the GEAR UP staff at the
Muskingum County Community Foundation at 453-5192. COST IS FREE!

Math     1 pm - 2 pm • Science     2 pm - 3 pm • Language Arts     3 pm - 4 pm

ZHS Summer Intervention    OGT Preparation and Review
Location:  Zanesville High School
Register by calling Zanesville High School
     June 12th through June 23rd - Reading/Writing
     June 26th through July 10th - Social Studies

                    July 12th through July 25th - Math & Science
   Reading/Writing camp will address the following academic issues:
    •  Reading Comprehension  •  Study Skills      •  How to Organize Thoughts While Reading
    •  Restating a Question  •  Rewording an Answer
    •  Providing Support for Your Writing with Details.

Summer Activities!



Ohio Achievement Academy I and II
(July 10th through July 14th)
Location:  Grover Cleveland Middle School

Current GCMS students may participate in summer
tutoring programs in Math, Science, and Language Arts.
During the program instructors will focus on study skills
and test preparation for the upcoming Ohio Achieve-
ment Tests.  A snack will be provided.  A chance for a
great prize will be given to any student who has per-
fect attendance for the week long program.  For more
information or to register your child for this opportu-
nity, please contact the GEAR UP staff at the
Muskingum County Community Foundation at
453-5192.  COST IS FREE!

Math 1 pm - 2 pm
Science 2 pm - 3 pm
Language Arts 3 pm - 4 pm

College/Corporation Visit Week (June 26th through June 30th)

Join our GEAR UP staff as we travel to various college campuses around Ohio.  Learn about college prep
curriculum, and how to prepare for college applications.  This is open to current Zanesville High School

students only.  These trips are for a limited amount of students, so register as soon as you can!  For more information
or to register your child for this opportunity, please contact the GEAR UP staff at the Muskingum County Community
Foundation at 453-5192.  There is no cost to you to attend these trips. Tentative trips:
   Muskingum College Wright State University Hiram College Baldwin-Wallace College
   OUZ Capital University Kent State University OSU
   Zane State Marietta College Wilmington College Ohio University

ACT Review (July 10th through July 21st)

Upcoming Zanesville High School Juniors and
Seniors who have not taken the ACT, or students who wish
to improve ACT scores may participate.  Higher scores may
mean more financial aid for college.  Subject areas and
times are as follows:

Math 8 am - 10 am
Science 10 am - 12 pm
English 12 pm - 2 pm
Reading 2 pm - 4 pm

Advance registration is required. Attend 15 hours or more
to qualify to have the ACT test fee waived. The cost is
FREE.

SAT Review (July 31 st  through August 11 th )

Upcoming Zanesville High School Juniors and
Seniors who have not taken the SAT, or students

who wish to improve SAT scores may participate.  By
preparing for the SAT and increasing your score, you may
receive more financial aid for college.  The program will
run from Monday, July 31 st  through Friday, August 11 th

and subject areas are as follows:
Math 8 am – 11 am
Verbal 12 pm – 3 pm

You must sign up in advance for any session you wish to
participate in.  If you attend 15 hours or more, you may
participate in a practice test.  The cost is FREE.

College Visit Days! (August 14th and 15th)
Join our GEAR UP staff as we travel to various college campuses around Ohio.
Learn about the college prep curriculum, and how to prepare for college in high school.
This program is open to Grover Cleveland Middle School students who will be attending
Zanesville High School next year only.  For more information or to register your child for

this opportunity, please contact the GEAR UP staff at the Muskingum County Community Foundation
at 453-5192.  There is no cost to participate.

West Wing Academy
(July 31st through August 4th)

This program is for current
Grover Cleveland 6th and 7th grade students. This
program is an exciting opportunity for top students.
Students must be nominated for this Academy, and
register for the event. The students will learn
about leadership skills and will enhance knowledge
of school related concepts. A snack and all
materials for the program will be provided. Prizes
may be awarded throughout the week for  student
achievements. Further information and a tentative
schedule will be provided to your child at school.



Condensed from “It’s My Life: Postsecondary Education and Training” ( www.casey.org) and other sources in the

Scholarship Central packet, available from the Muskingum County Community Foundation or a GEAR UP advisor.

Checklist for Success - Markers on the way to your child's future

7th Grade
    ¨   Learn a new vocabulary word every day.

Read books, magazines and newspapers often.

    ¨   Have your math and reading skills checked and

work with your school to take remedial classes, if needed.

    ¨   Make sure that you are scheduled for algebra in 8th grade,

assuming you’ve completed the prerequisites.

8th Grade
    ¨   Develop an academic plan for grades 9-12.

    ¨   Begin thinking of things you'd like to do

later in life. Make a list of them and look for

ways to get involved with these things now.

    ¨   Consider taking the EXPLORE assessment.

6 th  Grade       For parents and guardians:

    ¨   Begin presenting words or themes such

as respect or responsibiltiy or education.

    ¨   Challenge your child to keep reading - no

matter what the subject or type of reading it is.

    ¨   Encourage your child to dream and think of all the

possibilities that lay before them.

9th Grade
    ¨   Work with your guidance counselor to set up

a financial aid plan and to begin a financial aid file.

    ¨   In spring, make sure you are registered for

the necessary courses for the following school year. Take as many

college preparatory courses as you can.
10th Grade
    ¨   Get involved in extracurricular

activities that suit your talents, abilities

and interest and keep a journal.

    ¨   Attend college fairs & begin researching higher

 education on the Internet & in the school guidance office.

¨   Participate in the PSAT/NMSQT practice programs

   and take the tests.

    ¨   In spring, make sure you are registered for the

        appropriate courses for the 11th grade.

11th Grade
    ¨   Attend summer school if needed for credit,

improving skills, or to prepare for ACT or SAT tests.

    ¨   In spring, make sure you are registered for

courses necessary for 12th grade and for postsecondary education.

    ¨   Register for the SAT I & II and/or ACT test. You should

take the tests multiple times to improve your scores.

    ¨   Narrow the list of colleges you are investigating to about 10.

Request catalogs and admissions packets.

12th Grade
¨  Narrow down your postsecondary choices. If applying to a four-year college, make sure you have a backup school.

    ¨   Get applications, research financial aid information and discuss financial aid options with your advisors.

    ¨   Request letters of recommendation, complete program and financial aid applications and submit them on time.

            ¨  Ask your GEAR UP advisor about local scholarships that you can apply for.

 ¨   Submit college admission applications for at least three schools by Dec. 1.

      ¨   Register for a PIN and apply for financial aid  at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Taumi Miller

College Access Advisor, GCMS

What schools did you attend?

Southern Local Junior-Senior HS

Muskingum College

What is important to you about GEAR UP?

GEAR UP helps students create, accept, and follow their dreams.  With

GEAR UP, the students always know that someone believes in them, is

there to motivate them, and wants to help them be successful.

Tommy Georgiades

College Access Advisor, ZHS

What schools did you attend?

JHS #185, Woodhull Preparatory HS

Hofstra University  B.A., Miami University of Ohio.  M.A.

What is important to you about GEAR UP?

I think it is important to educate high school students about college life,

academic majors, reputations of various colleges, entrance require-

ments, academic minors, and internships.

Chris Lacy

Administrative Assistant /Data Specialist

What schools did you attend?

Walnut Springs Junior High, Westerville North HS

Ohio University

What is important to you about GEAR UP?

Being able to help students succeed by keeping track of them from

sixth grade until they graduate from college.

Heather Sands

Program Director

What schools did you attend?

Maysville Local Schools

Wilmington College

What is important to you about GEAR UP?

Community, family and student involvement in GEAR UP activities is

very important for the program. The more involved the community is

with the program, the more successful it and the students will be.

Voices of GEAR UP


